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1.0. Purpose of the Report 

1.1 This report provides an overview of 2017 end of key stage outcomes for SEND pupils in 
Barnsley, from Early Years Foundation Stage to Key Stage 4, and how these compare 
with 2016 outcomes.  It also summarises attendance and exclusion data for pupils with 
SEND, compared with their peers nationally based on the most recently available national 
data ( 2015.16).  The report highlights improvements in some areas for pupils with SEND, 
when measured against previous performance and/or performance of their peer group 
nationally but overall indicates outcomes for SEND pupils in Barnsley are too variable, 
and generally below those of their peers nationally.   

2.0. Early Years Foundation Stage

2.1  The proportion of children with SEND achieving a Good Level of Development in early 
years declined by 2% points from 2016 to 2017, in contrast to the improved performance 
overall in Barnsley on this measure.   Only 18% of children with SEND achieved a good 
level of development in comparison with 73% of non-SEND children in Barnsley, and 23% 
of SEND children nationally.    The overall decline for SEND children was due in particular 
to a decline of 3% points (from 24% in 2016 to 21% in 2017) in the performance of 
children identified as SEN Support,* as distinct from those with a statutory Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP) . Nationally 25% of children with SEND achieved a good 
level of development, meaning the gap in Barnsley with national has increased by 2% 
points and is now -5% points.

            *SEN Support means children have been identified as having a special educational need but not at  
               a threshold that requires a statutory statement of special educational needs or EHCP
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3.0      Key Stage 1

3.1 The percentage of children in Barnsley with SEND achieving the expected standard in 
phonics improved between 2016 and 2017.    This was particularly the case for those 
children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs  or an EHCP where the 
percentage doubled from 10% in 2016 to 20% in 2017,  compared with a the national 
performance figure of 18% for SEND pupils nationally this year.   SEN support pupils’ 
performance improved by 1% point in Barnsley, as it did nationally.   The gap between 
SEN support pupils locally and nationally remains at -7% points.   

3.2 In reading, writing and mathematics the performance of KS1 children without SEND 
improved by 3% points in all three subject areas, while it declined for SEND pupils.    The 
decline in performance of SEN pupils overall is accounted for largely by a decline in 
outcomes for KS1 children with a statement or education, health and care plan.  This is 
particularly the case in relation to reading, where only 10% of SEND pupils achieved the 
expected standard (compared with 18% in 2016) and only 7% achieved the standard in 
mathematics ( compared with 16% in 2016).   For SEN support pupils performance 
remained at 2016 levels except in mathematics, where it declined by 1% point.  Across all 
three subjects of reading, writing and mathematics the gap between Barnsley SEND 
pupils and their peers nationally has widened.

4.        Key Stage 2

4.1 For non SEND pupils there was a 8% point improvement in the percentage achieving the 
expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics from 2016 to 2017 , with 69% of 
pupils reaching the benchmark compared with 70% nationally.    For SEND pupils, 
performance on this measure declined by 2% points from 2016 to 2017, with only  16% of 
Barnsley pupils with SEND achieving the expected standard, compared with 18% 
nationally.   In 2016 Barnsley SEND pupils performed better than SEND pupils nationally 
on this measure.  The decline in 2017 is accounted for by a 4% point drop in performance 
for SEN support pupils, in contrast to a 1% point improvement for those with a statement 
or Education, Health and Care Plan

4.2 Progress scores for SEN pupils with a statement or EHCP are also positive in reading and 
mathematics and are above national average for SEND pupils.  Although progress scores 
in writing for this group declined from -0.7 to -0.22 they remain above national average. 
For SEN support pupils progress scores declined in reading, writing and mathematics, 
taking average progress rates below national in 2017, in contrast to being above national 
in 2016.  In mathematics progress rates in Barnsley for SEN pupils remain above national, 
but by a smaller margin than in 2016

5.0      Key Stage 4

5.1 Key Stage 4 measures have changed and the following are now reported:

 Attainment 8 – the average score across a group of 8 subjects
 Progress 8 -  the average progress made by a school or group of pupils, from their 

starting points at the beginning of secondary school

 Basics:  the percentage achieving a grade 4 or better ( known as a standard pass 
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and equivalent to old C grade)  in English language/literature  and mathematics. 

5.2   For non-SEND pupils in Barnsley the average Attainment 8 score was 46.6% compared 
with 47.2% nationally.   For SEND pupils overall the gap between local and national was 
only marginally wider, the average attainment 8 score being  21.2 % compared with 
25.3% for this group nationally.  However for pupils with a statement or EHCP local 
performance was better than for this group nationally at 15.1%, compared with 13.4% 
nationally.  For SEN Support pupils that gap between Barnsley pupils and this group 
nationally is -4.4% points.

5.3 Average Progress scores for Barnsley SEND pupils have improved against national 
averages for this group.  For SEN support pupils the local vs. national difference is  just 

           -0.09%.   For Barnsley pupils with a statement of EHCP average progress is better than for 
this group nationally (-0.88 compared with -1.8 nationally).   This means that, although 
their progress is slightly below what is expected from their starting points, Barnsley pupils 
with statements or EHCPs have, on average, made more progress than their peers 
nationally.

5.4  The percentage of Barnsley pupils with SEND achieving a standard pass (grade 4 or C 
equivalent) in English and mathematics ( the basics) has improved since 2016.  This is 
particularly the case for SEN support pupils with 19% of pupils achieving the basics in 
2017, compared with just 11% in 2016.  Although performance for this group remains 
below national (26.4%) the gap with national has reduced significantly.  For pupils with a 
statement or EHCP 9.4% achieved a standard pass in the basics, compared with 10.2% 
nationally.

6.         Attendance and exclusions

6.1       The percentage of sessions of absence for pupils at SEN support is marginally lower than 
for this group nationally, at 7% compared with 7.5% nationally.  For pupils with a 
statement or EHCP, however, the percentage of sessions missed due to absence remains 
above national averages.  The 2015/16 national data release shows an absence rate of 
8.3% in Barnsley for this group of pupils in comparison with 7.3% nationally.

6.2      Rates of persistent absence for SEND pupils are also higher in Barnsley than national.  
For pupils at SEN Support persistent absence was 25.7% in comparison with 21.7% 
nationally.  For pupils with a statement or EHCP the rate of persistent absence is 28.3% in 
Barnsley, compared with 22.5% nationally.

6.3      The number of pupils with SEND who are subject to fixed term or permanent exclusions is 
a significant concern.   The most recently published national data (2015/16) shows that 
Barnsley has higher exclusion rates for SEN pupils than the national average.  For pupils 
at SEN support the rate of fixed-term exclusion is 56.9% compared with 13.7% nationally.  
The percentage of pupils at SEN support with one or more fixed term exclusion.

7.        Improving Outcomes for Children and Young People with SEND

7.1      There are a range of activities and action plans in place or planned which will address 
some of the issues identified above.  These include for example
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 The development of SEN Support Plans for pupils at SEN Support stage, to improve 
attendance and progress of this group of pupils

 Peer Challenge Reviews of SEN arrangements in schools
 Increased monitoring and challenge to schools in relation to use of exclusions, particularly 

for vulnerable groups

7.2      Further analysis of particular groups of pupils will be needed to pinpoint specific factors 
           contributing to relatively poorer performance of pupils with SEND.  Work has been 
           scheduled to carry out further analysis of early years outcomes where there are persistent
           areas of underperformance.   Performance management systems and capability also 
           needs to be developed to facilitate tracking and analysis of pupils with multiple 
           vulnerabilities, including those identified as LAC, CIN, CP and those where there is an 
           active Early Help intervention.


